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os = 1 tical tonteſts ia this ei- 
3 55 2} ar 0 me of very little con- 
ets ihe tante whether he 
Js ot; Becleugh or Sir Laurence 
Dun 12 75 govern * city, As 2 —4 
e TT: 


| 146 — 3 E Arc 
A cen ey may befaidſto be fe f der- 
e a principal totally repugnant to e- 


I reg ea of the Briciſh' conſtitution) ; 


for if a Jurits of worthleſs men ſhould 
Ter r Ber. inta the town-council, 
a cleft lusceffors of the lame ſtamp, 
who I—hien they got out of office, will 


tation of che fame men may. govern us 
For ever. They may ſquander away the 
pbblic- Serine, wy divide the ſpoil a- 


mong themſelves without any. perſon. corru 


corincils in Scotland. He tells us the | 
| inhabitants have A right to call their ma- 


to call them to account, Such is the 
true, diſmal picture of the conſlitution 
| under which the inhabitants of the me- 
tropolis of Scotland have lived for · ma- 
ny years, with a tameneſs and ſervility 
Which ſhow they deferve the Van they | 
| bow undder. os. 
Tama ſhop keeper in 1 Fainburgb. and 
Rave a family of ſix children, which, 


and of this city, I have very great dif- 
ſieulty; to liring up, far more to give 
them a proper education. I ſhall at 
be only lay a few words upon the 
taxes laid on by the city of Edinburgh, 
which every perſon muſt acknowledge 
are heavy, oppreſſive, and ruinous to 
trade. If Sir, theſe taxes were expen- 
ded for the good of the lahabitants, for 
the ornament or convenience of the ci- 
ty, no perſon would pay them with 
greater. chearfulneſs than I; but if, great 
part of the public money hall be ſpent 


in bridge-commitees, in dating, drink- 


jag. and gormandifing, the inhabitants 
ought to put an immediate ſtop to fuch 
practices. Were I to allow my ſervants” 
to colle& lage ſums of my money, and 


— 


ſpend them without giving any account, 


I would be thought a madman. Is the 
public leſs mad in allowing their ſervants 
{for the magiſtrates and council are on- 
ly our ſervants, though they ſometimes 
pretend to be our maſters) to ſpend 
20,000 l. a- year for their money with- 
aut any account? 
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Dre of Bucclengh, nor Sir Laurence Dundaſs, nor none of the M 


. only 28,000 J. is too high a ſum to be milmariaged or ſpent; but our Citizen 
W WC IN. notice of the drouth of our drinkers. —— See the Ad of Fuvies F 
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refuſe to pay their creditors, 0 
another remedy pointed out by Lord 


of oppreſſion, a nd juſtice. 
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know wwe will. be told, that Sir . 
ae are mahaged withgreat care ande co- 
nomy; but the mere telling us ſo is no 
proof to many of us who have reaſon to 
think otherwiſe, Let the principal igka- 
birants meet together, And appoint. & 
committeto wait upon the ron counch, | 
and demand inſpection of their Babies. 
7 our funds are well managed. this ral + 
" fonable. requeſt will, It js preſumed be 
9 granted. If our money * 
ſquandered away; we will be told _ 
have no bufineſs to look into our own 
affairs. Should this he the caſe; the * 
habitants would be entitled to 22 uſe pay- vl 


ing any taxes; till the ſaw how the mo- 


ney they had alresdy given was appro- 


priated. This meaſiire however would 


be attended with Tome juconveniencies, 


Ae former electors; and fo a ro- 


as the town council would thereupon 


There is 
Kames, in his excellent eſſuy upon the 


ion and venality of the town 


giſtrates to account. By an act of James 


V. it is enacted * that all provoſts; bails 
lies, or aldermen, of burghs, ſhall bring | 
yearly to the exchequer at a day certain, 
the con 


to be ſten and confdered by the Lord ; 


£ Aditor; gif th: ſame be ſpended ſur the com- 
' ding to the heavy taxes of governinent 


pt-books of their common good; 


von weal of the bargh or not; under the pe- 
nalty of loſing ikeir Freedom, and that the 


fame magiſtrates, warn yearly fifteen 
days before their coming to the chequer, 


all thoſe who are willing to come for ex- 
amining the (aid accounts, that they may 


impugn the e ſame, in order that all ur nur 1 


may ceaſe.” 
The excellent practice ined for 


Aa long period of time, till the inhabi- 


tants tamicly ſub: nitted to the iron kind 


"Lord 
Kames tells us, that the town of Fdin- 


burgh having failed for à ſhort time to 
duce their ac purits, agreeable to the 


above act of parlament Captuin Th. 


mas Hamilton mor chant there, by an action 
in Exchequct, compell:d the Maziftrate? 10 


produce upon oath their treaſures acccounts.? 
As to the mee ing of the int abiterts I binted above, 


we all rem-mber with what advantag Ze 2 ſimil iar meaſure 


Was attend: '> a few years ago. when ine magiſtrates 


wanted to lay on new taxes to bring in water, Without 


accounting for the funds tl ey had cy rece ved. 

I have thus pointed out an eaſy remedy to retires out 
grievance, and ſhall on fy add, that If we have not ſpirit 
and public virtue enough to follow the examples of our 


Anceſtors, we deſerve to groan under the yoke of op- 
preffian, to be chæa ed. qu of qr e and to hae 
our children reduced to poverty and wett. 

Edina. oh: 26. 1777. 


A CITIZEN, 


